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The right to freedom of peaceful assembly is
restricted in many parts of the world, and can
be limited by the government to ‘sensitive’ or
‘special occasions’ and other designated events.
Eroded public space, such as parks, corridors,
public squares, or parking lots, and even streets
can be used for these purposes, even though
they were intended for public use in the first
place. A landmark example is the ban on
peaceful assembly near Tiananmen Square in
the Chinese city of Beijing. In April 2020, the
Internet was censored in several Arab countries,
including Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, purportedly to protect against the
Covid-19 outbreak. In India, criminalising
dissent has become a government policy for
curbing dissent and is often invoked against
those who take part in peaceful protests. Civil
liberty and the idea that those subject to the
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state must be treated with respect and are not
subject to arbitrary punishment is guaranteed
by the rule of law and must be respected by the
government. Examples of civil liberty include
freedom of expression, of religion, of assembly,
of the press, the privacy of communications and
of association. The legal system must be
impartial, independent of the executive and
political influence, free from corruption, and
protect and facilitate the right to defense of the
citizenry. The rule of law establishes the
principle of law rather than rule of power, and it
insures that the government and individuals are
treated equally and fairly by the state in all
circumstances. A system of fair, impartial and
transparent justice is an important component
of a democratic society.
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The majority of democratic regimes in the
Global Monitor have serious measures in place

for the protection of their citizens. Many
institutions are, of course, highly politicized; for

example, the Chinese regime has a Central
Political and Legal Affairs Commission (CPPCC)
to enforce the law. It has also been observed

that, in authoritarian regimes, human rights are,
more often than not, violated in a fragmented

manner. This type of violation, which we refer to
as state constitutionalism, is not a matter of

individual rights to the fullest extent; rather, it
affects the freedom of movements and protests,

as well as the freedom of the press. In
democratic regimes, when the state has taken
power in a direct manner , the principal threat
to rights is capture. This can take place when
the state is privatized and lacks checks and

balances. Moreover, under a dictatorship, the
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state is directly involved in violations and
abuses, whereas under a democracy, these are
the responsibility of the executive branch (also

known as the government), which lacks the
necessary resources to enforce the law. In
democratic regimes, there is a separation
between politics and law; the former is the

responsibility of the legislature and the latter,
by the courts. A democratic state also

guarantees a public interest for private citizens.
To do this, the state has the obligation to
protect and promote the autonomy of the

judiciary, the freedom of the press, and the
right to protest. The three basic principles of

democracy are equality, autonomy, and
individual rights. The first of these has been,

until the end of the twentieth century, of great
concern only in the Global South. The second, in
the Global South, has been the most vulnerable.
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While autonomy is the main focus of this
chapter, in which democracy is examined from

an historical perspective, some of the more
recent developments regarding individual rights

are also discussed. For instance, freedom of
expression is one of the most radical changes
brought about by the evolution of democracy.
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