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submersible vehicles. . Its carrying capacity must be carefully considered to keep it
close to its natural size. It is thought that the reef was originally lower than it is now,
but that the sea level was also rising at that time. The stone artefacts found on the
islands are dated between approximately 80,000 and 25,000 years old. The earliest
occupation sites are dated between 28,000 and 25,000 years old, and are found on
Jaba: the Late Stone Age site where the oldest stone tools have been found, date to
before 29,000 BC. It has the cleanest water of any of the tropical atolls in the region
and is a popular destination for divers, with some of the reef's best dive sites. In the
Southern lagoon, visitors can see sponges, hard corals, soft corals, a sea cucumber,
anemones, brain coral, moss coral and limpets. Although the reef is inhabited by a
large number of resident and migratory tropical fish species, including the critically

endangered Mauritius cichlid and the endangered moorish idol, the greatest number
of species are migratory species from the Indian Ocean. Seychelles has a large
number of these migrants, including tropical reef fish (e. Some of the fish are

endemic, and the rest are from the Indian Ocean region. The main species include
Cheilinus quadrilobatus, Serranus orbonii, Serranus maculatus, Ophiopholis

aculeata, Gymnothorax braminus, Hemitaurichthys micrognathus and
Hemitaurichthys hardwickii. Most of the coral reef species of the Indian Ocean can
be found in Seychelles, but some unique species have been recorded there. This is

because of the small size of the atoll, the low sal
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