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Juratygnathus helveticus, a theropod dinosaur recently discovered in Switzerland, is the first non-avian theropod known from eggs. One of the specimens, from the locality of Erlach, represents a clutch of three eggshells from the same laying date. An additional clutch of eggs, found in Austria, consists of two relatively complete and one nearly
complete shell. The remaining six specimens are from the single Italian locality of Scabrosaurus, where three specimens come from the same collection. In this case, the larger, better preserved specimen contains the only complete clutch of eggs. The eggs are unusual in that the embryonic skeletons remain articulated with the shell and thus could
provide clues as to their paleobiology.Gaining access to farm animals and the grazing lands of southeast Alaska is not an easy task. State agricultural officials have been pushing for years for a pilot project that will allow farmers and ranchers to test experimental permafrost-resistant biotech seeds developed with an NRC grant in cooperation with the
University of Alaska. Experimental permafrost-resistant alfalfa was grown successfully last year in southwestern Alaska. A new university study puts the success rate at 25 percent, and some experts say that number could grow significantly in the coming year. Regardless of the 20-year success rate, and whether state officials like it or not, the new
genetic technology has the potential to change how Alaska’s 25,000 agricultural businesses are run. It’s also a reminder that even though the Republican Party has been in control of Alaska’s top elected offices, the state’s agricultural community is as democratic as any other sector. Two towns that are passionate about their local farms and ranches,
Togiak and Kaltag, have banded together to promote GMO-free dairy foods and help to raise public awareness about the potential effects of GMO-friendly herbicide-tolerant alfalfa, a key ingredient in dairy livestock feed. The towns are posting signs around town to alert residents and visitors
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